THE GREAT WAR, 1914

much, because I knew that my husband could only write
his thoughts to me alone and that his descriptions and ex-
pressions of opinion would be much curtailed if he had to
send the diaries to others than myself. I wrote to Douglas
expressing my sorrow about the matter, and a very forcible
reply came back at once, saying that he had arranged to send
dictated reports to His Majesty but, as regards the diaries,
they were written for me alone and he intended to continue
to write them for me. This decision was very satisfactory,
and I was so glad he was determined to continue sending me
the diaries.

In the middle of October Douglas and the ist Corps
moved to St. Onier prior to the beginning of the first battle
of Ypres. His letters were now fall of descriptions of the
poor Belgian refugees flying in terror from the Germans.
General Lomax had been wounded at the Hooge Chateau,
by a shell landing in the Chateau. Douglas himself had left
the CMteau the previous day, so that General Lomax, who
was thoroughly tired out after all that he had been through,
might have the best quarters and obtain all the rest he could
possibly get. At the beginning of November my letters were
full of the terrible fighting around Ypres. Douglas seemed
very much concerned for his men, who were becoming very
tired, fighting all day and digging trenches all night. General
Bulfin had also been wounded. Douglas had already men-
tioned how helpful General Bulfin had been to him during
the battles of the Aisne, and he again stressed the General's
remarkable consistency and determination. He wrote that
he could not have succeeded so far had it not been for his
valuable help.

During the bitter fighting in November, the ist Corps
were attacked by a mixture of the whole German Army, in-
cluding their crack regiment of Guards. Douglas deplored
the huge losses amongst his troops, but the Germans had
lost more heavily. He hoped that his men would soon be
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